
June 25, 2007  

The Board of Brown County Commissioners met in regular session with the following members present: 
Chairman Steve Roberts, Warren Ploeger and Glen Leitch. Also present were County Clerk Debbie Parker 
and Deputy County Clerk Marla Hathhorn.   
Steve Roberts opened the meeting at 8:00 a.m. 

 
PAYROLL 
The June 20, 2007 payroll was approved as follows: 

General $43,887.45 

Road & Bridge 15,028.36 

Election 1,149.77 

Appraiser 3,285.10 

Noxious Weed 1,794.54 

JCAB 6,071.34 

Diversion 1,220.00 

JJ Prevention 1,045.45 

ACC 6,915.55 

Services for Elderly 2,816.46 

Solid Waste 2,417.10 

Court Trustee 5,266.19 

Special MVT 944.00 

Employee Ben FICA 5,253.85 

Employee Ben KPERS 3,171.66 

State Unemploy/Work Comp -246.74 
Insurance -5,516.28 
TOTAL $94,503.80 

 
DEAN  TOLLEFSON 
Hiawatha resident Dean Tollefson complained about the Union Pacific Railroad crossings in Brown 
County. According to Tollefson a crossing in Willis was blocked for 78 hours in January. 
Tollefson also questioned whether the County had been notified about the City of Hiawatha’s intent to 
demolish a house on Oregon Street. The house supposedly should be on the next County tax sale. 
 
COMPUTER DEPARTMENT 
Sandy Carter, Computer Department, printer maintenance on nine printers coming due at $3,775.00. 
Motion by Glen Leitch to approve the maintenance contract. Seconded by Warren Ploeger. Motion carried. 
 
SCANNER/COPIER/PRINTER MACHINE 
Register of Deeds Nellie Brockhoff and Terry Willyard of Logan Business Machines discussed a 
scanner/copier/printer machine. This machine would require the document being scanned to take a straight 
path through the machine. Sandy Carter of the Computer Department expressed concern about documents 
over 100 years old being taken through the machine. The cost of the scanner/copier/printer is 
approximately $18,125.00 plus the service contract. 
Motion by Warren Ploeger to approve the purchase from the Register of Deeds Technology Fund. 
Seconded by Glen Leitch. Motion carried. 
 
MICROLOAN HEARING 



RDA Director Nancy Gafford was present for the MicroLoan Hearing to close out the MicroLoan Program, 
with all of the funds being expended. Gafford announced that there were PSA’s (Public Service 
Announcements) on KNZA & KMZA radio stations on the Fair Housing Policy during the last two weeks.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion by Warren Ploeger for a 10 minute Executive Session on confidential data with the three 
Commissioners and  Nancy Gafford present. Seconded by Glen Leitch. Motion carried. Closed 9:13 a.m. 
Opened 9:19 a.m. No binding action was taken. 
 
SHERIFF 
Sheriff Lamar Shoemaker discussed railroad issues in Brown County. A request from Hiawatha City Code 
Enforcer Malcolm Grier regarding code enforcement within three miles of the city limits was discussed.  
Other business included a discussion on the location of a possible future jail in Brown County and the death 
of the Sheriff Department’s drug dog.  
 
MINUTES 
Motion by Warren Ploeger to approve the June 18, 2007 minutes.  Seconded by Glen Leitch.  Motion 
carried. 
 
JCAB/ACC 
JCAB/ACC Director Venice Sloan presented grant paperwork for signatures.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion by Warren Ploeger for a ten minute Executive Session on pending litigation with the three 
Commissioners, JCAB/ACC Director Venice Sloan, County Clerk Debbie Parker and Deputy County Clerk 
Marla Hathhorn. Seconded by Glen Leitch. Motion carried. Closed 10:37 a.m. Opened 10:47 a.m. No 
binding action was taken. 
 
JCAB/ACC BOARD 
Motion by Warren Ploeger to sign a letter to the JCAB/ACC Board of Directors stating that there is no 
room for expansion of the JCAB/ACC offices in the Brown County Courthouse and that the 
Commissioners understand the need for expansion and encourages the JCAB/ACC Board to feel free to 
move the offices from the Courthouse as needed. Seconded by Glen Leitch. Motion carried. 
 
COURTHOUSE WINDOWS 
Custodian Buzz Siebenmorgen was present for a discussion on the Courthouse windows bid specifications. 
Each office will have limited windows which will open. Department heads will be contacted as to which 
windows they would choose to be able to open in their respective offices. 
 
SCANNER/COPIER/PRINTER WIRING 
Sandy Carter requested permission to get bids for the necessary wiring for the scanner/copier/printer to be 
located in the Register of Deeds Office. Carter was given permission to look into the bid process. 
Siebenmorgen and Carter also discussed other wiring in the Courthouse which could be added at the same 
time.  
 
HEALTH INSURANCE  
Motion by Glen Leitch for the County to pay a health insurance supplemental compensation fee to County 
employees who do not take the County insurance. At Warren Ploeger’s suggestion, all the Commissioners 
agreed to table the motion until further research can be done on the matter.  
 
EXTENSION/EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 
Extension/Emergency Preparedness Director Steve Brown updated the Commission on the status of the 
Emergency Declaration for Brown County. 
 



Motion by Steve Roberts to adjourn. Seconded by Glen Leitch. Motion carried. Adjourned 12:45 p.m. The 
next meeting will be Friday June 30, 2007, to approve month end bills. 

 


